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More fuel for thought

FINE-TUNING FOR INNOVATIVE NEW THROTTLE BODY

WORDS JOHN SIMISTER ’ IMAGE GTC/TIM ANDREW

IN THE LAST ISSUE OF VANTAGE (Winter
2016) we drove an Aston Martin DB5
prepared by GTC Engineering and fitted
with Jenvey'’s intriguing new Heritage
Throttle Body system, designed to look
like classic Weber DCOEs but featuring
modern fuel injection and fully-mapped
engine management.

We were impressed, but this brand new
system was still a work in progress and
there were a couple of driveability issues,
chiefly when coming off idle or the
overrun. John and James Winsor at GTC
were keen for us to try the car again after
more development time, so we duly
reappeared at the company’s workshops
near Silverstone for Take Two.

The DB5 is now running on an Emerald
K6 engine management system, mapped
by Emerald itself, and the idle control
valve is now plumbed-in to give a
smoother, more stable idle and better
progression moving away from it. There
has been some visual tweaking, too, with
period-looking transparent fuel pipes
making the installation look even more
like the original carburettor system.

It took just seconds to sense the
improvement. The starting is instant, the
idle perfect with a slight hiss from the
control valve while it stays open to feed
the extra air a cold engine requires. The
hiss subsides as the engine warms.

There are no jerks, flat-spots or surges,
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just a rich, smooth flow of torque from
idle speed to high revs. It feels fabulous,
as if every hydrocarbon molecule is
contributing something useful, and the
throttle response is instant. It’s hard to
imagine how a Marek straight-six could
run more efficiently than this. Point
proved and mission accomplished.

Our story stated that the throttle bodies
are available in 38mm, 40mm, 42mm and
45mm sizes, but actually that’s not quite
right. Scrub the smallest of those, and add
48mm, for the correct range. Meanwhile,
GTC is fitting its second Jenvey Heritage
Throttle Body system to a DB5 GT. A
what? Yes, a DB5 shortened and lightened
in DB4 GT fashion some years ago. Should
make quite an entertaining machine.

From the top

GTC have further honed the Jenvey injection
system, which now looks even more like a
classic carb set-up, thanks to retro fuel pipes

IN BRIEF

ASTON MARTIN

DEALERSHIP UPGRADE

Aston Martin is continuing to develop itt
dealer network in the north of England
the opening of the extensively refurbish
Aston Martin Wilmslow. Located on Wal
Lane, the revamped dealership - part of
Stratstone group - boasts an impressive
showroom and a luxurious lounge wher
customers can create their own tailored
car, including ‘Q by Aston Martin’ eleme
The site also features a sales departmer
pre-owned models and a workshop staf
by Gaydon-trained technicians.

WORK STARTS AT ST ATHAN

Phase 1 of Aston Martin’s new manufacti
facility at St Athan in Wales has been gi*
the green light, with work now underwa
on reception areas and offices. Aston Ct
Andy Palmer (centre) posed with Welsh
First Minister Carwyn Jones and Secrete
of State for Wales Alun Cairns in front o
DBX SUV, which will be built at the plant
Work on converting the three vast MoD
hangars into a car factory starts in April.

HERITAGE MAN

Aston Martin Works' Heritage operation
a new manager. Clive Wilson has taken ¢
from Nigel Woodward, who has moved
Jaguar. For Wilson, it’s a return to his roc
He started his career as an apprentice
technician at Newport Pagnell, working
the original Vanquish. His father also wo
at the factory, and his uncle, Arthur Wils
was a key player in the development of 1
classic V8 engine. Clive arrives from Gay
where his roles included Special Project:
programme leader on GT12 and GT8.



